Sources of Information for MUNA

As soon as you are allocated your country, you should begin by researching the general political, economic and cultural viewpoints of the government of that nation. Remember that as a delegation to the General Assembly of the United Nations, you are representing the government of that country. This means that even if the government is not popular internationally, and the situation of the general citizens of that nation is widely known to be difficult, and in opposition to the government, you should still represent the government’s opinions, and not those of its opposers. 

In researching your country you need to consider:

· Where is your country? Who are its neighbours? Does it have friendly relations with them or not? If not, why not? Is your country a member of any regional organisations?

· What are its political leanings – is it a democracy? Dictatorship? Communist? Socialist? Secular government? Government dominated by religion?

· If it is a religious government, are its institutions required to follow religious doctrine (as in Iran), or is it secular, with many religious figures in power (such as in the USA)? Is it governed by Sharia (Islamic) law?

· Does the system of law-making automatically integrate international treaties within domestic law (monist system)? Or does international law require domestic legislation to be passed before it can be enforced within that nation (dualist system)? – This is quite a complex concept, but if you can get your head around it and find a reference to it in your research, it might help you to understand your country’s position on certain issues. But don’t worry if you can’t find anything about it – it might not be easy to find.

· What is the cultural nature of your nation? What is its dominant religion? Is religion a large part of everyday life? What pastimes are important to the general population? Is the general population passionate about politics? Or apathetic?

· What are the major industries in your country? Who are its main trading partners? What are its main exports/imports? Is the focus more on primary produce/manufacturing/services?

· Is your nation developed/developing? First World/Third World/in between? What is the standard of living for most of the population? Does most of the population live in cities/the country?

· What is the nature like in your nation? Is it mountainous? Are there many forests/deserts? Is water freely available? What effect has climate change had on your nation?

· Who are your nation’s allies? Who does it not get along with? Why? Is your nation currently actively involved in any international activities (ie. military efforts, peacekeeping, rebuilding, observing)?

Once you have done this general research, look at each of the resolutions in turn and research which ones are most relevant to your country. If you do not understand the wording of a resolution, USE A DICTIONARY! It may be quite simple, even though it sounds complex. Just because a resolution doesn’t specifically mention your country, or something in which your country regularly deals, does not mean it isn’t extremely relevant. If your country has had a role in mediating negotiations of other countries, or has had issues of a similar nature of its own, it will have an opinion on the resolution. Start by researching the country’s government or foreign affairs department website. Many countries will have an option to read this in English. After this, move on to the United Nations website (www.un.org). The Cyberschoolbus contains resources for school students, and even a special section with tips for participants in MUNA. MUNAs around the world vary and can often involve drafting your own resolutions, so just ignore tips which confuse you or seem different to what happens at our MUNA. Other UN publications are available from this website and these can be used to find out whether any treaties are relevant to the resolution, and whether your country has ratified them. If you can’t find what you are looking for, you can always try Googling it!

You might also want to do some general research about other parts of the world:

· Which nations are on the Security Council?

· Which nations are members of OPEC or other important organisations?

· Which areas of the world are predominantly Muslim? Christian? Hindu? Secular?

· Which nations are democracies? Which nations have dictators? Which nations are Communist/Socialist?

· Which nations are always in the news? And why?

You do not need to spend a great deal of time on this – you should focus on your own country first. However, it may be useful for you if you have the time to research general world politics once your own research is done. Try to read newspapers with large international content, such as The Australian, or The Age, or magazines on international issues. You could also try websites for international newspapers and TV channels, such as the New York Times (www.nytimes.com), The Times (www.thetimes.co.uk), The International Herald Tribune (www.iht.com), the BBC (www.bbc.co.uk) or CNN (www.cnn.com). 

